
Core vs Fringe Vocabulary 
CORE – refers to a small set of words that make up >70-90% of what 
we say on a daily basis. These words are relevant across contexts and 
can have many meanings. 

FRINGE - refers to a specific set of low- frequency vocabulary words 
that are specific to a particular person or activity. 

 

 

 
 

 Nouns  Pronouns 
 Verbs 
 Adjectives 

Use core vocabulary 
with your child 

at home! 

Model by pointing to the 
picture to picture/word. Use 
hand over hand assistance to 
help your child point to the 

picture/word.  

Goal: To help your child 
communicate by expanding 
his/her language through 

core vocabulary. 


